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Despite being red, Mars is
a ctua lly environments:
a c old pla c e . It’s
Selected
schools, univesities and Migrant Integration Center in Bucharest
full of iron oxide dust,
which give s the pla ne t its
re ddish ca st

KEY NUMBERS

16

Young researchers involved (nationals and
migrants)

134

Young people in schools, university and migrant
integration centers involved in fieldtrials

62

Professionals involved in fieldtrials

Research design- 4 building blocks / WP

WP 1 Build the foundations

WP 3. Test the YEIP model through field trials
Identify changes occurred in the selected
environments

WP 2. Test the underlying hypothesis of the GLM- based YEIP
policy measure
Develop YEIP PREVENTmodel and toolkit

WP 4. Contribute to triangulation of findings
through dissemination of online surveys

The phenomena of radicalization and autoradicalization are beginning to manifest among the
Romanian citizens converted to Islam (…) There are
cases of people in various stages of radicalisation,
most of them incipient or intermediate.”
Annual Report of the Directorate of Investigating Organized Crime and
Terrorism, 2017).

KEYFINDINGS
WP 1. Building the foundations : state of the art in violent radicalisation
Reserch methods: analysis of secondary research & user feedback (2017)
• Scarcity of academic or grey sources on the topic; no clear definition of radicalisation
• Violent radicalisation in Romania is mostly linked to jihadism and it is not a widespread phenomenon
• The National Defense Strategy (2015/19) tackles the importance of prevention through education and awareness raising
on issues such as human rights, social inclusion and democratic values but no clear measures are put forward.

“
• Positive psychology and GLM– based practices have been very feebly developed in the justice system and the NGOsectorno impact studies available. No restorative justice practices were identified.

• User feedback (seminar w young people &professionals)
• prevention of radicalisation by promoting participation of young people and a sense of belonging – engagement in
activities of their interest

• Develop clear measures on targeting the leading factors/causes to social exclusion

KEYFINDINGS WP 2
WP 2. Building and testing the YEIP tools
Reserch methods: 16 young peple involved in fieldwork research
- focus groups and interviews in
schools, universities and MICin Romania and Poland (2018)
• Scope : develop new tools that could be used in schools, universities and MIC
• 71 young people aged 17- 23 were involved, including 16 with migrant background – 3 focus groups and 33 interviews

KEYFINDINGS WP 2
•

Radicalisation
was
mostly
associated with violence and
religious extremism

•

no knowledge
programmes .

•

Migrant participants placed a
stronger
emphasis
on
community links and religion
than Romanian and Polish youth
who identified family and friends
as being the key elements.

on prevention

•

Using violence to achieve goals
is not justified in any way.

•

The main trigger factors for
young people to become
vulnerable to extreme messages
are: low self-esteem, the
influence of TV, the Internet,
mass-media, violent movies and
online games, stereotypes and
prejudice .

The data collected was
analysed based on seven
elements that formed the
basis of the YEIP
preventive tool:
• Radicalisation
• Identity and Belonging
• Values and Self-concept
• Challenging extremist
messages
• Stigma and
Marginalisation ,
• Community and
Environment
• Life Aspirations and
Goals.

•

Social media is a key tool for
interaction and exposure to
radical
messages,
discrimination and recruitment .
Ignoring messages – the best
option

•

Migrants had experienced the
feeling of being marginalised
and discriminatd . especially
based on gender as opposed to
RO&PO nationals

•

Young people need spaces for
dialogue to reflect on their own
values and identity, diversity and
intercultural understanding in
light of the their real life
challenges

KEYFINDINGS WP 3

1. TOOL 1: YEIP TOOLKIT FOR PROFESSIONALS

• Field trials in selected environments: schools , universities &Migrant Integration Center in Bucharest (March – July 2019)

2. TOOL2: YEIP TOOLKITFOR POLICYMAKERS
Training with 24 policy makers (public officials, legal counsellors and other bureaucrats active in the field of migration and
integration but also social workers and professionals working with young people (July 3, 2019).

Sample of the participants in WP3
Sample of the education professionals involved in field trials

64
Education
professionals

Intervention group

Control group

13

9

12

7

high school

Intervention group
13

Control group
10

university

13

9

migrant integration

12

7

high school
university
migrant integration

13

10

Sample of the young people involved in field trials

69
Young people

Research methodology WP 3
01
Before the trials

02

03

Sampling

Field trials

▪ Intervention &

March – July 2019

▪ Training sessions based on the YEIP
toolkit with 45 education professionals in
schools &universities and 19 in MIC(March
2019)

Pre intervention questionnaires

▪ to evaluate professionals knowledge on
violent radicalisation of young people in
Romania

▪ to assess young people based on Ryff’s
Psychological Well- Being Scale &Brief
Resilience Scale

control groups
(professionals and
young people)
in each selected
environment

schools
university
MIC
In Bucharest

04
After the trials
Post intervention
questionnaires
to assess the change in the
target groups (professionals &
young people within selected
environments

KEYFINDINGS
on professionals
Before the trials
▪Violent radicalisation among young people is not perceived as a
reality in Romania/at their workplace in any of the three environments
where trials were conducted.
▪

No clear perception on age as a risk factor in the case of teachers.

▪Main triggers: personal ties, poor economic conditions, certain
environments such as prison and gangs, and marginalisation.

After the trials
▪ Perception on the diffusion of violent radicalisation did not
change.

▪ Perception on age as a risk factor for the involvement young
people in carrying out violent actions changed.

▪ Perception on main triggers did not change.

▪ Limited knowledge on violent radicalisation and methods or existing

▪ Professionals in school and MIC had increased their knowledge

▪20%

▪ 38% of teachers in the experimental group in schools have

practices to prevent it based on GLM, positive psychology and
restorative justice

of school professionals believed Imprisonment was a solution in
case of young people who committed violent actions as opposed to
other measures.

on radicalisation and prevention methods based on GLM, PP
and RJ with 84%.

changed approaches in their work and applied the principles of
restorative justice and positive psychology whenever conflictual
situations occurred in the classroom.

▪ 12,5% still believed imprisonment is a solution in case of young
people committing violent actions

KEYFINDINGS
on professionals
Before the trials
▪ 76% of participants were willing to involve young people as advisors
and part of the decision making processes and 62% would involve
them if they were victims and not supporters.

After the trials
▪ The role of young people as advisors and part of the decision

making process increased by 24%, school teachers & MIC
professionals recognizing the importance of their involvement
in these processes. No changes in the university sample.

▪ The majority of professionals perceived the YEIP toolkit as a

useful tool to impact attitudes and behaviours of young people
not only in relation to radicalisation, improve knowledge on the
topic and bring about positive change among young people
inside and outside the classroom setting.

▪ 78% of participants believed that the YEIP toolkit can be
efficient and evaluated as being good and very good.

KEYFINDINGS
on young people
After the trials
▪

High school students and migrants from the experimental group revealed higher scores in all six dimensions of the well being
scale. No clear change on the 2 scales was recorded in the university student sample -> it can be inferred that younger
students could benefit more of the YEIP tools.

▪

For the young migrants who had direct exposure to violence and radicalisation in their country of origin, the usefulness of
these tools is clearly mirrored in the changes in their wellbeing -> training integration professionals working with young
people who are not enrolled in school ond applying the principles of positive psychology and the GLM in their work is of
paramount importance.

KEYFINDINGS
on policy makers

Before the training
▪

limited knowledge about violent radicalisation in Romania or
at their workplace or about prevention initiatives

▪

uncertainty about young people being more involved in
these actions than adults.

▪

knowledge about Positive Psychology but limited awareness
on the topics of Restorative Justice and the Good Lives
Model.

After the training
▪
▪
▪
▪

maintained their opinion about lack of incidence of the phenomenon at
their workplace.
perception about the existence of the phenomenon in Romania slightly
changed as they were able to label some actions as being the result of
violent radicalisation.
perception on age as a risk factor for the involvement young people in
carrying out violent actions changed.
their knowledge on the core topics of the YEIP model improved
significantly.

▪ 18% of policymakers mentioned that they have changed

approaches in their work and applied the principles of positive
psychology. -> integration officials made it mandatory for

all integration professionals working in the Integration
Centres throughout the country to use the education
program on cultural orientation implemented in Bucharest
based on the principles of positive psychology.

Recommendations
▪
▪

Promote greater participation of young people in decision making processes and policies regarding issues they are
confronte d with.
At ne the na tiona l le ve l:

○

Put more e mpha sis on pre ve ntion me a sure s a nd progra mme s ra the r tha n monitoring of insta nce s of viole nt
ra dica lisa tion

○

Adopt cle a r me a sure s/ re porting tools to counte r ra dica l me ssa ge s via online cha nne ls with re ga rds to the issue of
ra dica lisa tion

▪

it is importa nt tha t re source s a re ma de a va ila ble to ca rry out more re se a rch on the topic of viole nt youth ra dica lisa tion a nd
e me rging tre nds

▪

More tra ining opportunitie s a nd e xcha nge visits should be promote d on the topic of pre ve ntion of viole nt ra dica lisa tion in
orde r to incre a se the knowle dge of profe ssiona ls on the ra dica lisa tion re a litie s a nd e me rging re a litie s but a lso on pre ve ntion
progra mme s in othe r countrie s.

THANKS!
Do you have any questions?

Contact us:
Schottener Foundation Social
Services
Viitorului 64, Bucharest Romania
Email here i.barbu@schottener.ro
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