RADICALISATION
PHENOMENON IN PRISON
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PRISONS AND ONLINE
ARE THE ENVIRONMENT
MORE AT RISK OF
RADICALISATION
PROCESS

PRISONS
are a breeding ground for radicalised violent
extremism and that radicalised persons may
not reintegrate into society after being released
from prison (Council of Europe, 2016)
Risk Indicators of Radicalisation in prisons:
http://fair-project.eu/download/171/fairoutcomes/898/risk-indicators.pdf

A well organised and orderly
prison is a key prerequisite to
avoiding further criminalisation
as well as radicalisation.
Research suggests that the prison environment matters in the
context of radicalisation. However, these elements do not
automatically mean that the prison will function as an incubator for
radicalisation.
Research shows that while some overcrowded prison institutions
were the starting point for offenders who later committed terrorist
acts, other equally overcrowded prisons have not been.
*Dealing with radicalisation in a prison and probation context RAN P&P - practitioners working paper
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we
do/networks/radicalisation_awareness_network/rannews/docs/ran_p_and_p_practitioners_working_paper_en.pdf

What factors within the
prisons can exacerbate
the influence of violent
extremist in the prison
settings?

• Poorly managed and overcrowded prisons can be a factor leading
to increased radicalisation
• Lack of staff, tension between prisoners and staff and poor
Environment facilities (when it comes e.g. to food, showers or work) have a
negative influence on flagging and dealing with radicalisation.

Safety

• If the prison staff is not able to uphold a safe environment,
prisoners will form groups that offer both friendship and protection.
These groups can in certain situations become prison gangs that
enhance hierarchy level of danger, conflicts between prisoners and
between prisoners and staff

• Trust is an important factor when dealing with prisoners in general
but perhaps especially when it comes to preventing radicalisation
and contributing to disengagement

Trust

* Dealing with radicalisation in a prison and probation context RAN P&P - practitioners working paper
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we do/networks/radicalisation_awareness_network/rannews/docs/ran_p_and_p_practitioners_working_paper_en.pdf

Fairness

• To be radical is not a crime and should as such not lead to
repressive measures that go further than those imposed on
ordinary prisoners. However, the crime(s) committed will always
be factored in when the danger posed is assessed

• The transparency of the prison, how it responds to incidents and
its moral recognition of the individual
Legitimacy

Staff and prisoner
relationship

• Staff confidence and competence in use of authority is crucial to
establishing a good relationship based on mutual respect

* Dealing with radicalisation in a prison and probation context RAN P&P - practitioners working paper
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we do/networks/radicalisation_awareness_network/rannews/docs/ran_p_and_p_practitioners_working_paper_en.pdf

The issue of prison radicalisation
is divided into two categories:

Prison &
Radicalization

Firstly, the management
of those after being
convicted of terrorismrelated offences;
Secondly, those who were
indoctrinated during their
incarceration (Silke, 2014).

Difference between Terrorist and
Criminals:
“Terrorists are motivated by
ideological, religious or political
gain, whereas criminals are
largely driven by material gain”
(Mulcahy et al. 2003)
*Root cause Approach to Prisoner Radicalisation.
https://ro.ecu.edu.au/ecuworkspost2013/2491

WHAT ARE THE FACTORS
OF VULNERABILITY IN
PRISON?
*Via slides carnival

Specific factor of vulnerability in prison: i.e. lack of family support,
lack or wrong supporting networks, marginalisation, poor socioeconomic circumstances; but also gang culture, overcrowded
prisons, racially segregated environments, insecurity inside prisons
contribute to the process of radicalisation and terrorism (Hamm,
2013)
The grievances, moral outrage and frustration resulting from inhumane
treatment may exacerbate the influence of violent extremist recruiters in the
prison setting
The prison environment can further exacerbate a personal crisis and a
search for meaning and identity, which can be an open window for
recruitment into extremism
.

Terrorists can see the time in prison as an opportunity to continue the
battle and remain involved in terrorist activities.
They want to vent their anger about a political cause they feel is right.
They may refuse to cooperate with the authorities, thus helping to develop
the strategy and ideology of the movement, and also mobilizing supporters
and participating in violent campaigns.
*DEALING WITH RADICALISATION IN A PRISON AND PROBATION CONTEXT RAN P&P- PRACTITIONERS WORKING PAPER
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/networks/radicalisation_awareness_network/rannews/docs/ran_p_and_p_practitioners_working_paper_en.pdf

SOME EXAMPLES:
Muslim prisoners in Britain were reportedly forming prison gangs to gain a
degree of protection from the hostility directed at them by non- Muslim
prisoners; some prisoners were found to be converting to Islam to seek
protection through gang membership also (Jones, 2014)
Several such prison gangs in the United States were found to harbour radicalised
ideologies and represented a source of the extremist threat within the prison
environment (Anti-Defamation League, 2002). It was further identified that Islamist
prisoners used gang recruitment models to disseminate extremist beliefs and to
recruit (Hamm, 2009).

As was found with Islamist gangs, right-wing hate groups were also observed to
have favoured the gang recruitment model (Blazak, 2001). According to the AntiDefamation League (2002: 5), “inmates entering the system are easily recruited into
prison gangs, primarily because such gangs offer protection,” however, these gangs
can also represent a social precursor for ideological radicalisation (Silke, 2014)

* Root cause Approach to Prisoner Radicalisation, https://ro.ecu.edu.au/ecuworkspost2013/2491

When certain vulnerable individuals
end up in prison, and meet with
already radicalised inmates, they
can themselves turn to extremism
(Beardsley, 2017).
*DEALING WITH RADICALISATION IN A PRISON AND PROBATION CONTEXT RAN P&P- PRACTITIONERS WORKING PAPER
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/networks/radicalisation_awareness_network/rannews/docs/ran_p_and_p_practitioners_working_paper_en.pdf

WHEN CERTAIN VULNERABLE
INDIVIDUALS END UP IN PRISON, AND
MEER WITH ALREADY RADICALISED
INMATES, THEY CAN THEMSELVES
TURN TO EXTREMISM (Beardsley, 2017)

